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Mr. Paul Arell
Environmental Protection Agency, Region VItr
999 18th Street, Suite 500
Denver, Colorado 8V202-2405

Dear Mr. Arell:

Enclosed arc three Site Discovery Forms for three stamp mills in southem Utah that were
discovered during a recent trip visit to the Southwest Assay (Cristy Mill) site. The sites are
located in the Silver Reef area near St. George in the southwest comer of Utah. The milIs may
be of concern due to their locations next to streams that are used as drinking water sources.
Information provided to the Division of Environmental Response and Remediation (DERR)
indicates that some of the mills have tailings in Lreds Creek and the Virgin River. The stamp
mills listed below were in operation fqom 1870 thru 1884. The mines in the area processed lead
and silver bearing ore. There is reason to believe the keds site may also have some uranium
present that is also related to the mining activities in the area.

Leeds 5-Stamp Mill. Located on I-eeds Creek in the Silver Reef area. lreds Creek flows
into Quail Creek Reservoir, which is a drinking water source for the Saint George area. There
are mine and mill tailings with potentially high concentrations of mercury and heavy metals
associated with them. The Leeds 5-Stamp Mill was in operation for l0 years until it was
converted to a leaching plant which failed due to a copper content in the ore.

Barbee and Walker Mill. Located in the northern portion of the Silver Reef area. Therc
are mine and mill tailings with potentially high concentrarions of mercury and heavy metals
associated with them. There are currently homes in close proximiry to the old mill and its dump
area The mill was in production for approximately seven years, and received ore from one mine
in the Silver Reef area.

Stormont Company. Located in the eastern portion of the Silver Reef area. This mill was
constructed on the bank of the Virgin River. The Virgin River is one of the principle water
sources for Southem Utah and parts of Nevada, and also supports endangered species. The mill
received ore from five mines in the Silver Reef area. The mill was in production for 10 years
at full capacity, with up to 90 men employed. The exact location of this site is unknown.
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Because it appears that hazardous substances may be present at these sites, UDERR feels
that further investigation of these sites is necessary to assess potential threats to human health
and the environmenl We thcrcfore request inclusion of these sites on the CERCLIS data base.
Please notify us when you have made a decision regarding the placement of these sites on
CERCLIS.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions or require
additional information, please contact Jim L. Thiros at (801) 536-4100.

Sincerely,\^+#
Brad T Johnson, CERCLA Branch Manager
Division of Environmental Response and Remediation

BTI/tLTlcjl

Enclosures



SITE NAME:

!i vliN'r'i,

EPA ID#:
REGIONAL CONTACT:

SITE ADDRESS: East portion of Silver Reef on rhe llirqin River,
STATE: Utah ZIP: 84
COUNTY: Washinqton L\r: _!/$/00. "

ALIAS NAME (S) : 1 .

PHONE: (303) 293-:459

LoNG: LL3l L9/00. "

ASSESi'IU'! r'l tKlg-

SITE DESCRIPTION:

SITE CATEGoRY: ![fu]
{A) ABANDONED
lv, vJ,L >rJ-!!ElJ
(C) CITY CONTAI{INATION

(FF) FEDERAL FACILITY
(G) GROUNDWATER
(H) HOUS ING
(I) INDUSTRIAL WASTE

TREATMEMI
(J) INORGANIC WASTE

O!{NER INDICAToR: !!L) LANDFILL (CO) COUN|Y OWNED (DI) DISTRICT OWNED
M) MANUFACTUR ING (FF) FEDERAL (IL) INDIAN IAND
N) MILITARY RELATED FACILiTY (}D{) MIXED OWNERSHIP
P) PURE LAGOONS (MN) MTJNICIPALITY (ST) STATE OWNED
R) RADIO ACTIVE (PR) PRIVATE (OH) OTHER
T) MINE TAILINGS (UN} UNKNOWN
v) WATERWAYS/CREEKS/

RIVERS
w) WELLS

NPI.I STATOS: 

- 

(F) FINAL (N) NON- REX'{OVAL NPL (D) DELETED FROM NPt(S) PRE-PROPOSED {R) REMOVAL (P) PROPOSED

FEDEBAL FACIITITY (YES OR NO) : _ FEDERAIJ FACILITY DOCKET (TRUE OR FALSE ) :

RCRJA TREJATMENT STORACE AIID DISPOSAIJ FACIIJITY (YES OR EPI ) :

NEW E\TENT DELETED EVENT EDIT EVENT EVEMT SEQ #

svENT TYPE(S) (cHEcK oNE): x DISCoVERY (Ds) _ PRELIMTNARY AssEssMEMf (PA)

- 
REVISED PRELIMINARY ASSESSMEbN 

- 
SITE INVESTIGATION (SI)

- 
REVISED SITE INYESTIGATION 

- 
EXPANDED SITE INVESTIGATION (ESI)

_ SITE INSPECTION PRIOR (SIP)

EvElrT ITEjAD (S) : _ (F) EPA F IIND FINANCED (s) STATE (FF) FEDERAL FACILIIY

OUAI.IFIERS FOR PA/SI:

- 

(L)OWER 
- 

(H)IGHER 

- 

(D)EFERRED 

- 

(N)O FURTHER RE}IEDIAL ACTTON

QUAIJIFIERS FOR (ESI):

- 

(G) RECOMMENDED FOR HRS SCORING 
- 

(N)O FURTHER ACTION PLANNED

SCAP NOTE:

DATE APPRoVED/DECISIoN UA.DE BY REGION = ACT{IAL, COUPIJETION DAfE: 

-/-/-COMMEMIS:

PREPAR"ED BY: Jim L. Jhiros DATEz l0/L8/94

DATA ADMINISTRATOR:

.-qa . c T.TiE

DATE RECEIVED:

DATE COMPLETED:



a

srrE NiME: ::":U',':T:":'^*'*-*"5****T:-,
REGIONAI CONTACT: PHoNE: (303) 293-19G9
SITE ADDRESS: Leeds Creek SW of Leeds, Utah fTlfE:_ Uiah ; Zrp: 84coIJMrY: washinqr.on LAT: ll .-@U-. LOme: 113./24' /1,3. .

SITE CATE@RY: T, V, R. -A(A) ABANDONED
(O) OIL SPILLED
(C) CITY COMIAMTNATION

(FF) FEDERAL FACTLITY
(G) GROUNDI,.IATER
(H} HOUSING
(I) INDUSTRIAI WASTE

TREATME}I:I
(J) INORGANIC WASTE

(L) LANDFTLL
(M) MANT'FACWRING
(N) MILITARY RELATED(P) PI]RE LAGOONS
(R) RADIO ACTIVE
(T) MINE TAILINGS
(V) WATERWAYS/CREEKS/

RIVERS
(w) WELLS

O$INER INDICATOR:
(CO) COI'NTY OWNED
(FF) FEDERAL

F'ACILIg(
(MN) MUNICIPALITY
(PR) PRIVATE
(IrN) UNKNOWN

DISTR CT OWNED
INDIAN LAND
MIXED OWNERSHI P
STATE OWNED
OTHER

H_t{Fr
( IL)
0D()
(sT)
(oH)

lql FINAT (N) NON-RN,IOVAL NPL (D) DELETED FROM NPI,(S) PRE-PROPOSED (R) REMOVAL (P) PROPOSED

FEDERAIJ PACTLI1Y (YES OR NO) : _ PEDER.}L FACIIJIIT DOCKET ( TRUE OR FALSE):
RCRA TRIJATUENT STORAGB AIID DTSPOSTIJ FACIIJIIY (YES OR EPT):

- 
NEW EVENT 

- 
DELETED EVEI\TT 

- 
EDIT EVENT EV \IT sEQ #

E\IENT fYPE(s) (cHEcK oNE): X DIsCoVERy (DS) _ PRELIMINARY ASSESSMEITT (pA)

_ REVISED PRELIMTNARY ASSESSMEIIT

- 
RSVISED STTE INVESTIGATION

_ srTE INVESTIGATION (SI)

EXPANDED SITE INVESTIGATION (ESI )

_ srTE TNSPECTION PRIOR (SIP)

EVEIIT IJE]AD(S): 

- 

(F) EPA FI]ND FINANCED (S) STATE (FF) FEDERAL FACTLITY

OUAI,IFIERT' POR PA,/SI:

- 
(L)owER 

- 

(H)IGHER

QI'AIJTFIERS FOR (EST) :

- 
(G) RECOMMENDED FOR HRS SCORING

SCAP NOTE: - 

(N)O FT]RTHER ACTION PLANNED

DATE APPRoVED/DECISIOI UADE By REcIoN = ACTOtti CoUpLETIoN DATE: / /
COMME}TIS:

PREPARED 8Y: Jim L. Thiros DAIEz !0/!8/94

- 
(D)EFERRED 

- 

(N)o FURTHER R$,TEDIAL AcTIoN

NI'TF PE 
'FT\TFN 

.

DATE COMPLETED:



l;ll'lltl Lul$ll |tult rt l:rE trGres-e.rl 
^r4 / r.\.G| - !r.q.g.c.r,4d

SITE NAME:
REGIONAL COMDACT:

EPA ID*:
PHONE: (303 ) 293-1A59

4Lyi 64l
LONG: Mo/2L'/i0.

SITE ADDRESS: Northern part of Silver Reef
COIJIiI'IY: Washinqton
ALIAS NAME(S): L.

STATE:
LAT:

Utah
37 o/g/

)
t-0.

STTE DESCRIPTION:

SIIE CATEGORY: T,V.R,A
(A) ABAI{DONED
(O) OIL SPILLED
(C) CITY CONTAMINATION

(FF) FEDERAL FACILITY
(G) GROU}iDWATER
(H) HOUSING
(T} INDUSTRIAL WASTE

TREAT14ENT
(J) INORGANIC WASTE

L
M
N
E
R
T

w

olltNER Il[DICtToRt .B,B_LANDFILL (CO) COIJNTY OWNED (DI) DISTRTCT OWNED
MANUFACTURING (FF) FEDERAL (IL) INDIAN LAND
MILITARY RELATED FACTLITY (IO() MIXED OWNERSHIP
PURE LAGOON" (A) MUNICTPALITY (ST) STATE OWNED
RADTO ACTIVE (PR) PRIVATE (OH) OTHER
MINE TAILINGS (T'N) UNKNOWN
WATERWAYS/CREEKS/

RIVERS
WELLS

NPt, STAIUS: _ (F) FINAL (N) NON-RE{oVAI NpL (D} DELETED FRoM NpL(s) PRE-PRoPoSED (R) REX\{oVAL (P) PRoPoSED

FEDERAIT FICILITY (YEs oR No): 

- 
FEDERIIJ FAcrrJrrY DocKET (TRUE oR FALSE ) :

RCRA 1IREATMENT S'IT'RACE ATD DISPOSAIJ PACTIJITY (YES OR EPI):

NEW EVEIfiP N!'T.T'rFFN EAIF\I'TI EDIT EVE}Ir EVEI,rt SEQ #

SVElgI srPE(s) (cHEcK oNE): X DISCOVERY (Ds) _ PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT (PA)

_ REVISED PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT _ SITE INVESTIGATION (SI)

- 
REVISED SITE INVESTIGATION 

- 
EXPANDED SITE IN\,'ESTTGATION (ESI)

- 
SITE INSPEC?ION PRIOR (SIP}

grtElSI IJEID(S): 

- 

(F) EPA FUN:D FINANCED (s) STATE (FF) FEDERAT FACILITY

QUAIJIFIERS FOR PA/SI:

- 

(L)OWER 

- 

(H) IGHER 

- 

(D)EFERRED 

- 

(N)O FURTHER REXVIEDIAI, ACTION

QUAIJIFIERS FOR (ESI):

- 

(G) RECOMMENDED FOR HRS SCORING 

- 

(N)O FURTHER ACTION PLANNED

SCAP NOTE:

DATE APPROVED/DECISION UADE BY REGION = ACTOALT COIIPL,ETfON DATE: / /
COMMENTS:

PREPARED BY: Jim L. Thiros DATE: 10/18/94

DATA ADMINISTRATOR:

CSC: SfTE P FE.FP FI\I.EI

DATE RTCEIVED

DATE COMPLETED

//
//


